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1
SELF HOLDING FEATURE FOR A SCREW

PRIORITY CLAIM

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provision
Application Ser. No. 61/567,390 entitled “Self Holding Fea-
ture for a Screw” filed on Dec. 6, 2011, the entire disclosure
of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Fractures of long bones (e.g., the femur) commonly occur
in a neck of the bone, an intertrochanteric region or in a
peritrochanteric region. Such fractures are often fixed
through the insertion of an intramedullary device (e.g., an
intramedullary nail) into a medullary cavity of the bone. A
trochanteric fixation implant (e.g., a bone screw) may then be
inserted laterally through the intramedullary device trans-
verse to a longitudinal axis of the bone to pass into a head of
the bone. Trochanteric fixation implants are often guided into
the bone and through the intramedullary device via a screw-
driver. However, the screwdriver is prone to disengagement
from a head of the trochanteric fixation implant during inser-
tion, thus increasing the time necessary to complete a bone
fixation procedure and causing other complications.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a bone fixation device
comprising an elongated body extending from a head at a
proximal end to a shaft at a distal end along a central longi-
tudinal axis. A slotted opening extends distally into the head
by a predetermined distance, the opening defining a spring
portion on a lateral side thereof, the spring portion being
biased toward the central longitudinal axis and configured to
be deflectable away from the central longitudinal axis upon
application of a radially expansive force thereto.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a first perspective view of a exemplary bone
fixation element according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 shows a partial cross-sectional view of the bone
fixation element of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a perspective view of the bone fixation ele-
ment of FIG. 1 from a proximal direction;

FIG. 4 shows a second perspective view of the bone fixa-
tion element of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 shows a first perspective view of a driving mecha-
nism according to the invention;

FIG. 6 shows a second perspective view of the driving
mechanism of FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 shows the bone fixation element of FIG. 1 in a first
operative configuration;

FIG. 8 shows the bone fixation element of FIG. 1 in a
second operative configuration;

FIG. 9 shows a perspective view of a bone fixation element
according to a first alternate embodiment of the invention;
and

FIG. 10 shows a perspective view of a bone fixation ele-
ment according to a second alternate embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention may be further understood with ref-
erence to the following description and the appended draw-
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ings, wherein like elements are referred to with the same
reference numerals. The present invention relates generally to
devices and methods for the fixation of a fractured or other-
wise damaged bone. Specifically, the present invention
relates to methods and devices for inserting a bone fixation
element into a bone temporarily lockingly engaging a driving
mechanism to retain a position thereof against the bone fixa-
tion element. The exemplary bone fixation element according
to the invention includes a head and an elongated shaft
extending distally therefrom. The head comprises a spring
mechanism biased radially inward into a recess configured to
receive a distal end of the driving mechanism. The exemplary
driving mechanism according to the invention is formed with
a substantially spherical distal end. Upon insertion of the
spherical distal end into the recess, the spring is moved radi-
ally outward, a bias of the spring applying a force to the
spherical distal end to lock the bone fixation element to the
driving mechanism. By lockingly engaging the driving
mechanism during insertion, loosening of the bone fixation
element relative to the driving mechanism is minimized, thus
reducing the time and effort necessary to securely seat the
bone fixation element in a target position in the bone. It is
noted that although the exemplary system and method are
discussed with respect to a trochanteric fixation screw for use
in a femur, the invention may be used in any other bone
fixation procedure in any other bone of the body by modifying
the dimensions and shape of the apparatus to suit the particu-
lar anatomy. The term “proximal” as used herein refers to a
direction approaching a physician or other use while the term
“distal” refers to a direction approaching a target fixation site
of'a bone.

As shown in FIGS. 1-4, a bone fixation element 100 (e.g.,
a bone screw) according to an exemplary embodiment of the
invention extends along a central longitudinal axis 110 from
a proximal end 102 comprising a head 104 to a shaft 106
terminating at a distal end 108. The bone fixation element 100
has a substantially circular cross-sectional shape with an
outer diameter of the head 104 greater than an outer diameter
of the shaft 106 so that the head 104 may seat against a
structure defining a limit to which the shaft 106 may be
inserted through the structure. The shaft 106 according to this
embodiment comprises a first substantially smooth portion
112 and a second threaded portion 114 distal thereof. As those
skilled in the art will understand, the first portion 112 may be
configured to engage a trochanteric channel (not shown)
extending through an intramedullary nail (not shown) while
the second portion 114 is configured to threadedly engage the
bone in the trochanter (not shown). However, as would be
understood by those skilled in the art, any portion of the shaft
106 may be threaded or unthreaded to conform to the require-
ments of a particular procedure. Furthermore, although the
first and second portions 112, 114 of the shaft 106 are
depicted as having two different diameters, any relative
dimensions may be selected to conform to the requirements
of'a particular procedure without deviating from the scope of
the invention.

The head 104 comprises a recess 116 extending distally
thereinto from the proximal end 102 by a predetermined
distance selected to conform to a dimension of a distal end of
a driving mechanism 200, as will be described in greater
detail later on. The recess 116 may be aligned with the central
longitudinal axis 110 and may have a substantially hexagonal
cross-sectional shape in a plane perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal axis of the bone fixation element 100. It is noted, how-
ever, that any other cross-sectional shape may be used for the
recess 116 without deviating from the scope of the invention
(e.g., slotted, square, torx, etc.) so long as the shape cooper-
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ates with a shape of an end of a driving mechanism to non-
rotatably couple a driving mechanism inserted into the recess
116 to the bone fixation element 100.

In the exemplary embodiment of FIGS. 1-4, the recess 116
extends completely through the head 104 and is open to a
channel 118 extending longitudinally through the shaft 106.
A slot 120 extends into the head 104 from the proximal end
102 forming a chord in a proximal face of the head 104 as
shown in FIG. 3. The slot 120 extends completely through
outer walls of the head 104. The slot 120 may be provided in
any configuration along the head 104 so long as the slot 120
permits a portion of a wall of the head 104 to flex outward as
a driving mechanism is inserted into the recess 116 and then
snap back under a natural bias to temporarily lock the driving
mechanism within the recess 116 as will be described in more
detail below. In this embodiment, the slot 120 penetrates the
wall of the head 104 into the recess 116 as shown in FIG. 3.
The slot 120 is formed as an elongated cut with a first slot
portion 122 extending in a plane substantially parallel to the
longitudinal axis 110, a second slot portion 124 extending in
a plane substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis
110 outward from the axis 110 and a third slot portion 126
extending in a plane substantially parallel to the longitudinal
axis 110. The slot 120 defines a spring portion 128 on a lateral
side thereof. Interfaces between the first, second and third slot
portions 122, 124, 126 are substantially rounded with a pre-
determined radius of curvature selected to increase a deflect-
ability of the spring portion 128 away from the central longi-
tudinal axis 110, as will be described in greater detail later on.
A length of the second slot portion 124 is selected to permit a
predetermined deflection ofthe spring portion 128 away from
the central longitudinal axis 110 while preserving a biasing
force urging the spring portion 128 back toward the longitu-
dinal axis 110.

FIGS. 5-6 depict an exemplary driving mechanism 200
according to the invention. The driving mechanism 200
extends from a proximal end 202 to a distal end 204 along a
central longitudinal axis 206. A handle 208 is provided at the
proximal end 202, the handle 208 comprising first and second
arms 210, 212 extending substantially perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis 206. It is noted, however, that the handle 208
may be formed in any other shape without deviating from the
scope of the invention. The first and second arms 210, 212 are
permanently connected (e.g., vialaser welding, bonding, etc.)
to an elongated element 214 extending along the longitudinal
axis 206. The handle 208 may further be provided with a
silicone overmold 216. A shaft 218 extends distally from the
elongated element 214 and comprises a tip 220 at a distal end
thereof. The tip 220 is formed with a substantially spherical
shape defined by a plurality of faceted walls configured to
engage the hexagonal walls of the recess 116. Specifically, the
tip 220 may comprise six facets configured to converge at
proximal and distal ends of the tip 220, forming the spherical
shape. Engagement of the faceted walls with the bone fixation
element 100 couples the driver to the bone fixation element
non-rotatably with respect to the longitudinal axis of the bone
fixation element 100 while the substantially spherical shape
permits limited pivot movement of the driving mechanism
relative to the bone fixation element 100 about an axis sub-
stantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the bone
fixation element 100. A length of the shaft 218 is selected to
conform to the requirements of a target procedure and a
diameter of the tip 220 conforms to the dimensions of the
recess 116. For example, a tip 220 according to this embodi-
ment may be approximately 8 mm in diameter while a diam-
eter of the recess is substantially similar. An elongated chan-
nel 222 extends through the driving mechanism 200 from the
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proximal end 202 to the distal end 204 (e.g., to permit inser-
tion of bone cement, etc. into the bone). In another embodi-
ment, the tip 220 may be provided with any number of facets
extending circumferentially about the substantially spherical
tip 220 to conform to a corresponding number of facets in the
recess 116.

In accordance with an exemplary method according to the
invention, as shown in FIGS. 7-8, the tip 220 is inserted into
the recess 116, the insertion causing the spring portion 128 to
flex radially outward to permit movement of the tip 220
completely into the recess 116. Once the tip 220 has moved
into the recess 116, the spring portion 128 returns to a biased
configuration substantially in longitudinal alignment with the
central longitudinal axis 110 to lock a position of the tip 122
in the recess 116. As those skilled in the art will understand,
by applying a spring retention force to the tip 220, a physician
or other user may pivot the driving mechanism 200 at a variety
of angles with respect to the central longitudinal axis 110 of
the bone fixation element 100 without causing a subsequent
pivotal movement of the bone fixation element 100 to aid in
insertion thereof, as those skilled in the art will understand. In
an exemplary embodiment, the biasing force applied to the tip
222 by the spring portion 128 is sufficient to prevent rotation
of the tip 222 within the recess 116. The driving mechanism
200 is then used to screw the bone fixation element 100 into
the bone in a target position. To separate the tip 222 from the
recess 116, a physician or other user pivots the driving mecha-
nism 200 at a predetermined angle relative to the bone fixa-
tion element 100, the pivotal movement causing the tip 220 to
become separated from the bone fixation element 100.

FIG. 9 depicts a bone fixation implant 300 according to a
first alternate embodiment of the invention, the bone fixation
implant 300 being formed substantially similar to the bone
fixation implant 100, wherein like elements have been refer-
enced with like reference numerals. Specifically, the shaft
106 of the bone fixation implant 300 is non-threaded and
comprises a circumferential abutment 302 extending radially
thereoutof by a predetermined distance. In an exemplary
embodiment, the abutment 302 may be positioned along a
proximal portion of the shaft 106 although any other position
may be used without deviating from the scope of the inven-
tion. In an exemplary embodiment, the abutment 302 may be
configured and dimensioned to frictionally engage an inner
wall of a hole (not shown) extending through a bone fixation
element (e.g., a bone plate, an intramedullary nail, etc.) or a
bone, as those skilled in the art will understand. A distal
portion of the bone fixation implant 300 may be provided with
a tapered wall 304 reducing a diameter of the distal end 108
to, for example, aid in insertion thereof into the bone fixation
element or bone, as those skilled in the art will understand.
Furthermore, it is noted that although the bone fixation
implant 300 is depicted as being unthreaded, any portion of
the shaft 106 may be provided with threading without devi-
ating from the scope of the invention.

FIG. 10 depicts a bone fixation implant 400 according to a
second alternate embodiment of the invention, the bone fixa-
tion implant 400 being formed substantially similar to the
bone fixation implant 100, wherein like elements have been
referenced with like reference numerals. A shaft 406 of the
bone fixation implant 400 is non-threaded and is formed with
a substantially tapered shape. Specifically, the shaft 406 com-
prises first, second and third sections 408, 410, 412 each
having a smaller diameter than the last. A further tapered
portion 414 is provided at a distal end of the third section 412,
the tapered portion 414 tapering down in diameter toward the
distal end 108. The bone fixation implant 400 also varies from
the bone fixation implant 100 in a configuration of a slot 420
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provided thereon. Specifically, in addition to the first, second
and third slot portions 122, 124, 126, the slot 420 also com-
prises a fourth slot portion 428 extending at an angle to the
longitudinal axis 110. In an exemplary embodiment, the
fourth slot portion 428 may extend orthogonally to the lon-
gitudinal axis 110 although any other angle may be used
without deviating from the scope of the invention. As those
skilled in the art will understand, the fourth slot portion 428
serves to increase a deflectability of the spring portion 128.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
other modifications and variations may be made in the struc-
ture and the methodology of the present invention, without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it is
intended that the present invention cover modifications and
variations of the invention provided that they come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A bone fixation device comprising:

an elongated body having a proximal end having a head
portion and a distal end, the elongated body extending
from the proximal end of the head to a shaft at the distal
end along a central longitudinal axis, wherein the head
portion has a larger diameter than the shaft portion and
the head portion is adapted to seat against a structure to
define a limit to which the shaft may be inserted through
the structure;

a slotted opening extending distally from the proximal end
into the head by a predetermined distance, the opening
defining a spring portion on a lateral side thereof, the
spring portion being biased toward the central longitu-
dinal axis and configured to be deflectable away from the
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central longitudinal axis upon application of a radially
expansive force thereto; and

a recess extending distally into the head from the proximal

end, the recess being configured and dimensioned to
engage a driving mechanism and to permit the driving
mechanism to pivot with respect to the central longitu-
dinal axis of the bone fixation device without causing
pivotal movement of the bone fixation device, wherein
the driving mechanism comprises a shaft having a sub-
stantially spherical tip at a distal end thereof, and the
substantially spherical tip comprises a plurality of cir-
cumferentially disposed facets.

2. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein the recess
is aligned with the central longitudinal axis.

3. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein the slotted
opening is separated from the recess.

4. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein a shape of
the recess is one of hexagonal, slotted, square and torx-
shaped.

5. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein the slotted
opening extends substantially parallel to the central longitu-
dinal axis.

6. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein a first
portion of the slotted opening extends at an angle to the
central longitudinal axis, the first portion being configured to
increase a deflectability of the spring portion.

7. The bone fixation device of claim 6, wherein the first
portion is located at a distal end of the slotted opening.

8. The bone fixation device of claim 1, wherein a portion of
the shaft is threaded.



